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Chairperson's  Report - Greg Da﻿y

Mind your P’s  and C’s

Part ic ipat ion and cooperat ion s it  at  the heart  of  our mission,  and over the past year these
values have been vividly ref lected in the l i fe of  the House.  As Chair  of  the Committee of
Management,  I  am del ighted to report  that our neighbourhood house continues to thr ive
as a vibrant ,  welcoming hub where people of  a l l  ages and backgrounds come together to
connect ,  learn and contr ibute.

Our shared,  mult ipurpose faci l i ty has once again demonstrated its  remarkable capacity to
bring people in .  Throughout the year ,  the house has hosted a dazzl ing array of act iv it ies -
each a testament to the strength,  creat iv ity and magnetism of our community.
We continue to provide affordable and rel iable spaces for both community- led and
commercial  events ,  c lasses and gatherings,  ensuring accessibi l i ty and inclusion is  at  the
heart  of  everything we do.

We are proud to support in it iat ives l ike the Elwood Toy Library and operate the Elwood
Kitchen Library -  unique col lect ions that foster sustainabi l i ty and joy.  Our commitment to
l i fe long learning remains strong,  with language classes ranging from French to free EAL
programs tai lored especial ly  for  Ukrainian refugees.  A wide var iety of  recovery groups
also meet in our spaces,  offer ing hope and connection to those navigat ing diff icult  t imes.

From gardening and yoga to meditat ion and more,  the breadth of what takes place under
our roof ref lects a s imple truth:  the house is ,  above al l ,  a  home for part ic ipat ion.
As we look ahead,  we warmly invite you to share your ideas,
passions and energy with us.  This  is  your community space
and together we wi l l  continue to nurture i t .

Greg Day

Our Mission 
To provide a qual i ty learning environment
and opportunit ies for community connection
through the act ive commitment of the
ESNLC committee,  staff ,  teachers and
volunteers.

WHERE WE
ARE NOW
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Our Vision
To be a warm, vibrant and inclusive hub,
support ing,  educating and empowering
members of the Elwood and St Ki lda
communit ies ,  with l inks to surrounding
communit ies .
 



Executive Director's  Report -

Karen Elsbury

As we ref lect  on 2025,  I  am once again f i l led with pr ide in the dedicat ion,  professional ism
and care shown by our staff  and volunteers.  Their  week-on-week commitment underpins
everything we do,  and I  extend my s incere thanks to each team member and volunteer for
the invaluable role they play in support ing our community.

2025 was another year of  continued growth at  the House.  Part ic ipat ion across our
programs increased,  and we were pleased to see more community members hir ing our
spaces for celebrat ions,  meetings and group act iv it ies .  Our histor ic  house continues to
thr ive as a shared hub -  home not only to our own programs,  but a lso to a diverse range of
act iv it ies run by other individuals  and community groups,  enr iching learning,  creat iv ity
and connection within our wal ls .

Throughout the year ,  we welcomed a number of new act iv it ies that were enthusiast ical ly
embraced by the community.  These included the Melbourne Qui lt  Gui ld ,  Women’s Circ les ,
The Joy of Drawing,  Feast & Flow Yoga dinners ,  Introduction to MS Word and Excel ,
Patchwork Qui lt ing c lasses,  Pre-Natal  Yoga and Gel l i  Plate Pr int ing.  Together ,  these
offer ings further strengthened the House as a place of l i fe long learning,  wel lbeing and
creative explorat ion.

We were pleased to record another surplus year in 2025,  enabl ing us to reinvest back into
the centre.  Signif icant improvements were achieved,  including the external  paint ing of the
house.  We grateful ly acknowledge the City of  Port  Phi l l ip for  their  support and del ivery of
capital  works across the bui lding.  We also upgraded our heating and cool ing,  replacing
former gas and evaporat ive systems with energy-eff ic ient reverse-cycle spl i t  systems.  A
new sect ion of roof was instal led,  enabl ing repairs  fol lowing previous water ingress.
Further improvements included the addit ion of our much-loved new folding f l ip tables,
window replacement in our Function Room, new off ice and 
internet café computers ,  faster servers and internet ,  and the
replacement of ageing vinyl  f looring at  the rear of  the
bui lding — al l  contr ibuting to a safer ,  more functional  and
welcoming environment.
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Executive Director's  Report - Karen Elsbury

continued

2025 also brought change within our staff  and governance teams.  We welcomed Scott
Welsh,  and later  Just ine Sless ,  to the role of  Creative Writ ing Tutor for our Roomers
Program. While Scott  moved on to a ful l -t ime university role in the second half  of  the
year ,  we thank him for his  contr ibution,  including his  work on the launch of the 74th
edit ion of the much-loved Roomers Magazine.  Just ine Sless joined the program bringing a
strong background in creat ive pract ice and community development.  An author and
comedian,  she teaches creat ive writ ing and stand-up comedy using humour to foster
connection and self-expression.  She is  the author of  two books on comedy and connection
and has worked extensively across the non-profit  and corporate sectors.  We are del ighted
to welcome Just ine to the ESNLC team as the Roomers Creative Writ ing Tutor.

At the Committee of Management level ,  we welcomed Judith Armstrong and farewel led
Peter Herewil la ,  thanking him for his  service and commitment.  Judith br ings a strong
connection to the local  community,  with a background in socia l  welfare and decades of
experience across the publ ic  and pr ivate sectors.  A long-term Elwood resident,  she has
been act ively involved in local  advisory and sport ing committees,  and we are pleased to
welcome her to the Committee.  I  extend my s incere thanks to a l l  members of  our
volunteer Committee for their  passion,  guidance and continued support throughout the
year.

I  feel  incredibly fortunate to work alongside such a dedicated team and an engaged
community.  Looking ahead,  we remain committed to ensuring the House continues to be a
welcoming space where our community can come together ,  learn and thr ive,  foster ing
connection,  growth and opportunity for a l l .

Karen Elsbu ry



Education & Engagement Report 

Sarah Davis 

2025 saw continued growth across our adult  education programs.  We were proud to
expand our offer ings and respond direct ly to the emerging needs of our community.
Term 3 was a part icular ly strong period of growth,  with high enrolments and vibrant
classroom engagement across mult iple programs.  In response to increasing demand for
digita l  l i teracy ski l ls ,  we introduced a 10-week course,  Introduction to Microsoft  Word
and Excel .  This  program was designed to bui ld pract ical  computer ski l ls  and confidence in
using essentia l  workplace software.  Watching part ic ipants grow in capabi l i ty and self-
assurance over the term was incredibly rewarding and highl ighted the importance of
accessible digita l  education.

We were also excited to introduce a new weekday Sewing Basics course.  Beyond
developing pract ical  ski l ls ,  this  c lass fostered genuine connection within the group.  I t  has
been wonderful  to see strangers become fr iends and continue their  learning journey
together by progressing into the Intermediate sewing program. Faci l i tat ing meaningful
community connection remains at  the heart  of  our mission.

Support ing the health and wel lbeing of our community continued to be a key focus.  Our
Yoga program maintained strong attendance across Monday afternoon,  Tuesday evening
and Thursday evening sessions,  providing a consistent and welcoming space for movement
and mindfulness.  Art  Therapy once again offered a valuable creat ive outlet  for  adults  with
disabi l i t ies ,  support ing both self-expression and socia l  connection.  And our weekly
wel lbeing sessions led by our faci l i tator ,  Sal ly ,  for  Winja Ulupna Women’s Recovery
Centre provided space for ref lect ion and grounding within the recovery journey.

Throughout the year ,  we continued our food dr ives for the ASRC. Thanks to the
generosity of  our community,  our donation cupboard was f i l led t ime and again.  We are
deeply grateful  to everyone who contr ibuted to support ing this  important cause.

I  would l ike to extend my heartfelt  thanks to our ta lented and dedicated tutors and
instructors -  Vivien,  Victor ia ,  Maryanne,  Si lvana,  Just ine,  Penny,  Monica,  Sal ly  and
Damian.  I t  is  a  pr iv i lege to witness your passion and the
profound difference you make in the l ives of  our learners.  We
truly could not do this  work without you.  Final ly ,  thank you to
everyone who contr ibuted to the success of  our adult
education programs and community init iat ives in 2025!

Sarah Davi s
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What a joy to be appointed the creat ive writ ing tutor for  Roomers.  I  took on the role as the
75th Edit ion was being f inal ised.  The publ icat ion is  a  beautiful  mix of  short  prose and longer
essay style works,  interspersed with images and drawings contr ibuted by part ic ipants.  In an
increasingly digit ised world,  there is  a  certain pleasure in being able to enjoy a lovely pr inted
publ icat ion f i l led with work that is  a  mix of  e loquent,  quirky and very very personal .  
  

I t  is  a  rare opportunity to write towards a non-competit ive submission-based publ icat ion.
This  g ives the workshops a special  resonance and the opportunity for part ic ipants to see
their  work in the pr inted format,  and also gives an added sense of professional ism to their
work.  The part ic ipants and staff  and Elwood have been so welcoming that each session is
just  a great way to spend t ime.  Each week part ic ipants write to prompts and themes and
without fa i l  the work is  moving,  funny and of a very high standard.

My writ ing expert ise is  comedy;  I  teach and perform comedy I  a lso love writ ing short  stor ies .
I t  is  such a pleasure to work with Roomers.

On behalf  of  Roomers part ic ipants ,  we would l ike to say… 

 

I  d iscovered Roomers  by chance,  yet  i t  has  fe lt  l ike
a place of  creat ive renewal .  The encouragement to
write ,  the precise  and fr iendly  cr i t iques ,  the warmth
of  the part ic ipants ,  and the wise weekly  guidance of
the tutor  together  create a  uniquely  support ive
l i terary space.  Roomers  is  a  specia l  community  that
should be preserved and appreciated,  and I  s incerely
thank everyone who has made i t  poss ib le .  Ali  

I  enjoy the inte l lectual  conversat ion and debate and
creat ing the work.  Being part  of  the group and gett ing
to know people .  L iv ing in  c i rcumstances out  of  your
control  going to Roomers  g ives  me an out let .  I  get  to
meet a  lot  of  creat ive people  through Roomers  – who
are not  your  average person.  Tanya 

 

ROOMERS Report - 

Justine Sless
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I  love the socia l  mix;  i t  i s  imperat ive for  me to attend to stay mental ly  healthy and connected.
Roomers  is  a  space to explore my creat ive sk i l l s  in  wr it ing.  Others  should come rather  than s i t  at
home.  There ’s  lots  of  opportunit ies  to  connect ,  be f lex ib le  and adaptable  and i t ’ s  a  great  way not
to be depressed without having to take medicat ion.  David

I t ’ s  good to get  to  know about the area more and get  exposed to people 's  ta lents-  which are often
amazing.  You don’t  see the disorder-  you just  see the amazing creat iv ity  and writ ing sk i l l s .  The
class  is  f ree and that ’s  real ly  n ice ,  there ’s  not  many things  for  f ree anymore.  
And gett ing access  to  a  good tutor  who is  sk i l led is  great  too.  Sam  

Almost a l l  contr ibutors to Roomers are local  residents or  ex-residents of  rooming houses,
pr ivate hotels  or  supported residentia l  services in St  Ki lda,  South and Port  Melbourne.

Roomers Magazine can be found at  our centre,  in l ibrar ies and other places in City of  Port
Phi l l ip;  we encourage you to pick up a copy and enjoy the writ ing and i l lustrat ions.  

We look forward to br inging you the 76th edit ion at  the end of the year .  

We meet every Thursday at  Elwood St .Ki lda Neighbourhood Learning Centre at  1:30pm – i f
you’d l ike to know more please cal l  us on 9531 1954.

 

Just in e Sle s s  
 

ROOMERS Report - Justine Sless

continued
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Treasurer's  Report - 

Juhee Tulshyan

2025 was an incredibly busy year ,  and the energy can be felt  every t ime anyone sets foot
inside the house.

During the year ,  our staff  and volunteers worked incredibly hard to produce a net surplus,
and we were able to reinvest part  of  the surplus into the house.  The external  paint ing has
brought such warmth and l i fe to the house and I  know I  am not the only one who has
loved the new tables in our rooms.  Part  of  the role of  Treasurer is  ensuring that a l l  our
funds are used in a way that best supports the community,  and having the abi l i ty to invest
into the house was very rewarding.

Even after  these reinvestments,  I  am very pleased to announce that for  the year ending 31
December 2025,  we reported a surplus of  $3,491.  This  is  the culmination of the t ireless
efforts of  everyone in our community.  Thank you to our wonderful  staff  and volunteers ,
our Committee of Management,  our members,  and to every person who has helped
contr ibute to the house.  I  a lso thank al l  our donors and funding partners who make our
mission a real i ty .  I  a lso want to personal ly thank Karen Elsbury (our Executive Director)
and Joey Lehrer (our Bookkeeper) ,  whose hard work during the year is  a  huge part  of  why
we can make such meaningful  f inancial  decis ions on behalf  of  our members.

Thank you also to Col l ins & Co for audit ing our accounts and providing the audited
financial  statements,  which can be found in our Financial  Report commencing on page 8.

I  am very excited to see what the next year br ings,  and commit to our members that ,  as
Treasurer ,  a l l  f inancial  decis ions wi l l  continue to be made with integrity ,  strong
governance,  and with the community’s  best interests at  heart .

Juhee Tu l s hy an
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Adult Education
By part ic ipat ing in our adult  education programs,  community members develop meaningful
relat ionships & acquire cr it ical  l i fe & career ski l ls ,  foster ing personal  growth & social  wel l-being.
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Adult Education
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Adult Education
These programs create inclusive learning environments where part ic ipants support one another,
strengthening confidence,  independence and a sense of belonging within the community
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2025 marked Elwood Kitchen Library’s  4th birthday — a mi lestone made possible by our
incredible volunteers.  We welcomed Eleanor,  Cooper,  Al ina and Karl i  to the team and
farewel led our dear fr iend Aiko.  We also celebrated the birth of  Mats to a former volunteer
now based in Germany,  a  reminder of  the last ing connections within our community❤️ .

Our col lect ion grew with new favourites including the Pastel  Spots ,  Unicorn and Hungry
Caterpi l lar  Party Packs,  a  new air  fryer and another KitchenAid Ti l t  Head Stand Mixer.
Healthy snacks were a standout in 2025,  with a popcorn maker our most loaned item,
fol lowed by pizzas,  baked goods and waff les .  We also proudly celebrated our 2,000th loan.

Two Zero Waste Party Packs featured in the top 10 most borrowed items for the year ,
ref lect ing our community’s  commitment to sustainable l iv ing.  Together ,  we helped prevent
more than 8,900 s ingle-use i tems from ending up in landfi l l !

A huge thank you to our wonderful  volunteers and members — you are the heart  of  the
Kitchen Library.

Elwood Kitchen Library
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Roomers continued to shine in 2025,  with inspir ing l ive performances and the release of our annual
magazine — a last ing celebrat ion of the voices,  creat iv ity and confidence of our part ic ipants.

Roomers

Photography  David De Roche images 1 - 4 from left to right
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We extend our s incere thanks to our community for their  generous donations of goods and
funds.  Your support helps us share resources,  support the Asylum Seeker Resource Centre and
strengthen our community.
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Thank you - Funders
State Government Victor ia -  Department of  Jobs,  Ski l ls ,  Industry and Regions,  Department
of Famil ies ,  Fairness and Housing & Department of  Social  Services,  City of  Port  Phi l l ip
Counci l ,  Bendigo Bank Community Enterprise Foundation,  Pala is  Theatre and Individual
donations.

Thank you - Supporters and Partners
ACFE (Adult  and Community Further Education) ,  Asylum Seeker Resource Centre,
Community House Network Southern,  City of  Port  Phi l l ip Counci l ,  Christ  Church Mission
Inc. ,  E lwood Toy Library﻿,  Neighbourhood Houses Victor ia ,  Ngwala Wil lumbong Aboriginal
Corporat ion,  RoarHouse Melbourne,  Poet ’s  Garden,  South Port  Day Links Inc and our
wonderulf  members.

Elwood Neighbourhood House Committee of  Management
Greg Day – Chair ,  Lynne Wittner – Secretary,  Juhee Tulshyan – Treasurer ,  
Omnia Hol land,  Sue Macgregor,  Catherine Mundy,  Peter Herewil la ,  Cornel ia  Brune,  Judith
Armstrong -  Committee Members.

 

Elwood Neighbourhood House Staff
Karen Elsbury -  Executive Director ,  Josef Lehrer -  Bookkeeper,  Sarah Davis  -  Education &
Engagement Coordinator ,  Vivien Atkins -  EAL Tutor ,  Damian Curtain -  Art  Therapy Tutor ,
Si lvana Jovanovic -  Digita l  L iteracy Tutor ,  Maryanne Lukic -  Sewing Tutor ,  Just ine Sless -
Creative Writ ing Tutor ,  Victor iya Repka -  Russian Digita l  L iteracy Tutor & EAL Ukrainian
Refugee Tutor ,  Scott  Welsh Creative Writ ing Tutor ,  Penny Digaletos -  Yoga Instructor
(contractor) ,  Monica Fleck -  Yoga Instructor (contractor)  and Sal ly  Richmond -  Winja
Ulupna & Gal iamble Health & Wel lbeing Faci l i tator (contractor) .   Also considered family is
Joanne Baker (Kitchen Library) .  And we couldn't  help our community to thr ive without a l l
of  our fabulous volunteers -  we thank you al l !

Elwood St Kilda Neighbourhood Learning Centre respectfully acknowledges the Yaluk-

ut Weelam clan of the Boon Wurrung. We pay our respect to their Elders,  past and

present.  We acknowledge and uphold their continuing relationship to this land.
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