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FOREWORD  

I was delighted to be invited by Simone Jamieson, Manager of the Elwood Neighbourhood 

House, to write the foreword for this book about the role that the ENH has in the 

community. My connection with Elwood is of long standing, through two areas of business. 

Although I no longer practice or am affiliated with the business, I started, in partnership, 

Chisholm Gamon Real Estate. My other involvement has been the Bendigo Bank in Elwood.  

It was through my work in real estate that I became involved with the start of the Elwood 

Neighbourhood House. When Keith McGregor was elected the Mayor of St Kilda (now City 

of Port Phillip) a discussion took place about the need for a place to bring the community 

together through the purchase of a property where this could happen.  

As it happened, our business had just facilitated the sale of 87 Tennyson Street to a well-

known developer for the Bond family. The Bond family had been using the property as their 

home, but also as a base for their concreting business. However, the developer defaulted on 

the sale; and I realised that the property was the potential community hub that was being 

asked for by the council. Subsequently, I introduced the Bond family to Keith McGregor and 

the council, resulting in the purchase of the property by the council for community use.  

Many years later, when Elwood lost its last bank, I was involved in the setting up and 

development of the Bendigo Bank in Elwood for the community. Through the community 

grants from the bank, we were able to provide a range of grants and equipment to the 

Neighbourhood House so that it could develop and expand its connection into the 

community. As I drive past the building now, I see how it has continued to grow, I feel a 

sense of pride that I was able to play a small part in its history. 

Alastair Chisholm 
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INTRODUCTION 

This is the story of Kingsley, our Neighbourhood House, a home that connects us to each 

ÚâÐÌß ÈØË âÚ âÐÌ èÚßÕË  +ÑØÏáÕÌë á áâÚßë Ñá âÐÌ áâÚßë ÚÍ ÈÕÕ Úäß ÐÑáâÚßÑÌá ÑØ È ØäâáÐÌÕÕ  It is a 

place that generates stories. Through the life stories of our early house builders and home 

makers we can also retrieve a glimpse of their world: the development of Elwood and St 

Kilda, the world wars, and the ongoing struggle for municipal progress.  

Kingsley is a home whose families were driven by endeavour and self-reliance. They 

were indeed Port Phillip ÈØË 1ÚÌâá  #ÚßØÌß pioneers. From this home emerged both leaders 

of industry and society. The Kingsley families were people of faith from the outset, and 

zealous in their concern for community: providing St Kilda with two mayors and the families 

that supported them. Our House, and that of our neighbours also sprouted world war 

heroes: the full story of their bravery and sacrifice has remained untold for far too long. 

Today, as of yesteryear, Kingsley continues to draw friends from across the globe to 

our threshold. It is here that the Koorie also meet. It is here that the tales of our boarding 

house friends coalesce into print. Our children, our elderly, our challenged and our 

disadvantaged, our immigrants and our indigenous all meet here. Our volunteers have 

enriched all our lives inestimably. This is where there is a listening ear to that weave of yarns 

that is ever spinning and ever inspiring. St Kilda has a fine Town Hall; though it may be said 

that its soul emanates from hearths like ours.   
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THOMAS & CHRISTIAN FISKIN 1859 

An 1859 council rate book lists THOMAS FISKIN, carpenter, owning a six-room wooden 

house on six acres of land at Reserve St, St Kilda. Reserve St may be an early name for 

undesignated roadways from our fledgling council; while 1860 rates mention Southey St. 

Thomas seems to have built his house just south of where our House will one day stand, and 

was possibly built some years earlier. The 1861 and the 1864 rate books note &ÑáÔÑØ á ÛßÚÛÌßâë 

as a six-room wooden house on six acres located at Tennyson St.  

Thomas Fiskin (18061870), born in Kippen, Stirlingshire was listed as a farmer from 

Fiffeshire when he arrived on the Robert Benn from Greenock, Scotland on 26 January, 1842 

together with his wife Christian (nee Hogg, 18101872). The ill-fated, fever-struck Glen 

Huntley ÐÈË ÈÕáÚ ÈßßÑæÌË ÑØ (ÚÉáÚØ á "Èë ÍßÚÖ 'ßÌÌØÚÊÔ Òäáâ âèÚ áÐÚßâ ëÌÈßá ÌÈßÕÑÌß   

We know little of their lives, except that in January 1864 Thomas was seeking to 

employ a gardener to help look after their six-acre property on the corner of Tennyson and 

Scott Streets. 

Thomas at age 63 was to fall seriously ill with symptoms akin to dysentery for 12 days 

over January and February of 1870, and would finally succumb to exhaustion on 9 February. 

Barely able to sign the will upon his deathbed, Thomas would leave a weekly annuity to his 

brother, Archibald and ÉÌÝäÌÈâÐ ÈÕÕ Öë ßÌÈÕ ÈØË ÛÌßáÚØÈÕ ÌáâÈâÌ and effects unto my dear 

èÑÍÌ #ÐßÑáâÑÈØ &ÑáÔÑØ Christian moved to Richmond alongside brother Laurance and her 

three  widowed sisters, Ann, Elizabeth and Margaret. She passed on soon after in 1872, aged 

62.  

The couple are buried together in St Kilda Cemetery as Thomas and Christina Fisken.  

  



4 

  The Fiskin six-acre allotment as shown on the 1873 J. E. S. Vardy Map of our neighbourhood 

Port Phillip Library Service 

 

 
2019: St. Kilda Cemetery, Thomas & Christian Fiskiná s grave with toppled headstone in foreground   
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1905: MMBW: Plan 1400 of neighbouring Tennyson St properties, SLV Collection 

 
Detail of Tennyson St properties showing Rydal (renamed Kingsley) and Wyndcote (renamed Glenfell)  
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JOHN MORRISON MUDIE 1872 

1872: JOHN MORRISON MUDIE owns the six-acre allotment that comes to be known as 

Grassmere. The property includes a nine-room house. Mudie will have Rydal built just north 

of Grassmere, which will be renamed Kingsley in 1897. 

The Rydal property extends all the way to Mitford 

Street. 

John Morrison Mudie (18421879), born in 

Hobart Town, was a clerk who came to the Colony of 

Victoria in 1857 after a period in St. Croix in the West 

Indies. Mudie first lived in Caroline Street, Prahran and 

then George Street, East Melbourne, before moving to 

Tennyson Street. He died at the early age of 38 in Black 

Rock and is buried in St Kilda Cemetery.     

  

 

 

  

1873:ËÑÌ á six-acre  property title 

1863, August, The Argus: family executors search for Mudie 

 .äËÑÌ á ÐÌÈËáâÚØÌ  5â Kilda 

Cemetery 
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1873: Margaret Richardson owns the Grassmere seven-room house and six-acre property, 

with a possible lease to Edward Ashley. 

1876: Margaret Donaldson owns Grassmere seven-room house and six acres. 

1878: Mrs. Catherine Donaldson comes to reside in Elwood. 

 

 

 .ßá  $ÚØÈÕËáÚØ á letter to The Telegraph 

1880: Maude Mary Middleton comes to own the six-acre property. 

1881: The six-acre property is subdivided, with Catherine Donaldson purchasing Rydal on 

two acres while Frederick Andrew Long purchases Grassmere on four acres, with a 

frontage of 181´6´.́  

1887: Catherine Donaldson builds Wyndcote, a 4 room cottage on the same property as 

Rydal, to be later renamed Glenfell. Catherine lives in Wyndcote while renting Rydal to 

clergyman Charles Ford. 

1888: Wyndcote is now leased out to Clement Jarrett. 
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1890: Hugh Cameron Gillies owns Rydal and Wyndcote. 

1890: H.C. Gillies passes away sparking several years of searching for relatives by the legal 

executors of his will. 

 
1891, January: The Queeenslander 

18901897: The RydalGlenfell property appears to be leased for this period. 

1890: Grassmere owned by Charles Bennett possibly a relative of Caroline (nee Bennet) Love. 

1895: Grassmere is owned by Samuel Turner. 

 

1896, November, The Argus: Sale of Rydal and Wyndcote 

1897: The Love family come to Rydal. The title is held by one Thomas Arnfield. 

c. 1900: William C. Oxley, net manufacturer, is neighbour at Grassmere. 
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1904: The now six-room house, Kingsley is offered for sale, and is bought by Caroline Love. 

1904: The Klaws family come to Kingsley. 

c. 1905: John Booth of Caenwood is neighbour to the north, towards Saint John St. 

1908: Kingsley and Glenfell  97 and 97A Tennyson St  and the remaining backyard are 

now subdivided into 3 separate properties. 

1910: Grassmere, 99 Tennyson St, is owned by 

Thomas W. Rowe. 

1913: The Durstan Family move to Kingsley. 

1914: Eve (nee Davie) and James Goldsworthy rent 

Kingsley. 

1915: The Davie brothers purchase Kingsley for 

their sister. 

1917: The Grassmere home and Poultry Farm is 

for sale. 

1928: Eve Goldsworthy takes possession of 

Kingsley. 

1946: Eva and Arthur Watson now own Kingsley. 

1969: Donald and Barbara Watson now own Kingsley. 

1977: Brian Roberts owns Kingsley. 

1980: Albert Bond purchases Kingsley.  

1917, December, The Age: Grassmere for sale 
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OUR POETIC BEGINNINGS 

Undoubtedly the neighbouring northern English Lakes District hamlets of Rydal and 

Grasmere conjure up associations with the Lake 1ÚÌâá  9ÑÕÕÑÈÖ 9ÚßËáèÚßâÐ  èÐÚ ÕÑæÌË Èâ 

Rydal Mount overlooking Rydal Water, alongside Samuel Taylor Colleridge and Robert 

Southey who stayed at Grasmere, where Wordsworth would be laid to rest.  

Our cottage names of Rydal and Grassmere would certainly find romantic resonance 

amidst our collection of many another poet street names.  Indeed, these names are full of 

beautifully lyrical associations in and of themselves: 

Grasmere: a grass-banked lake 

Rydal: a valley sown with rye 

Kingsley: a kÑØÏ á ÏÕÈËÌ Úß ÕÑÏÐâÕë âßÌÌË ÖÌÈËÚè 

Glenfell: a deep valley in the mountains. 

To have a neighbourhood interwoven with the souls of poets was born of early council 

diplomatic intent to stave off sectarian strife: no street would bear the name of a specifically 

Catholic or Protestant statesman. Thomas Ellwood, our Quaker poet inspiration, thus 

became the pleasant home for eponyms of a similar ilk.        

 

 
Rydal Mount: Wordsworthá home 18131850, The Age, 
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THE LOVE FAMILY: c. 18971903 

  
1904, July: The Prahran Telegraph advertisement          

JOHN JEREMIAH LOVE, born in Brackernagh, Ireland (18671937) married CAROLINE 

BENNETT (18721956) in 1894. They moved to Rydal in 1897, added two rooms and 

renamed the six-roomed cottage Kingsley. John J. Love arrived in Australia aged 19 in 1886 

with his parents, Simon Love (18331920) and Jane (nee Sharpe) Love (18281910); and his 

brothers George, 23 and William, 21. 

John J. and Caroline had three sons. Howard Kingsley Love 

(18951948), the eldest, bore a middle family locational name 

derived from the Old English cyningesleah, meaning kÑØÏ á ÏÕÈËÌ 

or thinly wooded meadow. The name Kingsley may be derived 

from a town or village in Cheshire, and is noted as Chingeslie in 

the Doomsday book of 1086. The youngster Lloyd Francis (1900

1906) sadly died of diptheria in their next home at the corner of Mitford and Clarke Streets. 

Their third son was named Allan Rynhart Love (19091980). 

John J. Love was a Methodist lay preacher and an advocate for better local conditions. 

HÌ ÛßÚÖÚâÌË %ÕèÚÚË á áÌÊÌááÑÚØ ÍßÚÖ âÐÌ #Ñâë ÚÍ 5â  +ÑÕËÈ, was Chairman of the South St. 

+ÑÕËÈ #ÑâÑíÌØá  8ÑÏÑÕÈØÊÌ #ÚÖÖÑââÌÌ and was pivotal in %ÕèÚÚË á &ÚäßâÐ 9ÈßË .Úvement. 

Port Phillip City Collection 
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John J. Love was a local councillor from 1911 to 1918 , and was mayor in 191516. He was 

a member of the St. Kilda Fore Shore Committee, and a commissioner with the Melbourne 

and Metropolitan Board of Works. 

In 1917 Cr. J.J. Love sought to alleviate the miserable quagmire by Tennyson St between 

Austin Ave and Glen Huntly Rd It was a place that should not exist in any civilized 

communiâë 

J. J. Love was a Justice of the Peace who also sat on the bench of the St. Kilda Juvenile 

Court. Later, John J. Love was to also serve as a Malvern councillor for three years. 

John J. Love was listed as a baker when he arrived in 1886, but he was to become a 

significant timber merchant, becoming President of the Timber Merchants Association of 

Melbourne; a partner in the St. Kilda Junction ironmongers and timber trading firm of Love, 

Royal & Thurgood, founded J. J. Love and Son Pty. Ltd; and was an owner of the Camberwell 

and Kew Timber Co.  

 
1911: St. Kilda Fore Shore Committee:  

Cr. John Jeremiah Love standing on the left beside Carlo Catani under the Pavilion Tea House  

courtesy of the Port Phillip City Collection 
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HOWARD KINGSLEY LOVE  

A qualified electrical engineer, HOWARD KINGSLEY LOVE served in WWI, first with the 

60th Battalion, the 5th Division Cyclist Company, the 2nd Anzac Cyclist Battalion, then was 

seconded to the Australian Flying Corps, and later completed combat training at the School 

of Aerial Fighting in Ayr, Scotland. He flew as an air force pilot with the 4th Squadron of the 

Australian Flying Corps during which time he was shot down by machine gun fire in France 

behind enemy lines. He was captured by German troops and interned in Kriegs-

gefangenenlarger in April 1918. 

H.K. was repatriated on 2 December to England and married his fiancé, Muriel 

Beaumont Pye on the 28th of that December, 1918. From 1925 to 1930, Lieutenant Love was to 

serve in !äáâßÈÕÑÈ á Citizen Air Force, and was registered with the RAAF reserve until 1939. 

His last flight time was logged in 1933 with the Central Australian Survey. 

H.K. Love pioneered amateur and aeronautical radio communications. From his 

service record, we read that Love organised the first experimental trans-Pacific wireless tests 

and achieved long distance radio transmissions from Australia to Great Britain, the United 

States of America, and to China from his private radio station 3BM.  

A Kingsley RAAF AR-7 Radio Receiver is displayed at the ScienceWorks Museum. 

H.K. became the inaugural Federal President of the Wireless Institute of Australia in 1923, 

and was the managing director of Kingsley Teleradio Construction Pty. Ltd., in production 

19341971.  

H.K. was so highly regarded that he was thought to have been awarded either a 

Distinguished Flying Cross or an Air Force Cross; though supporting documents are yet to 

surface to substantiate this.  
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1929, 25 February, The Herald 

This advertisement with Lt H.K. Love in uniform broke convention and sparked military rebuke  

             
1933, Sydney Morning Herald: Flt Lt Kingsley Love on the 19,000 mile Central Australian Aerial Survey  

                 
1935, The Advocate                                                                                                                                    1936, The Herald  


