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FORNORD

| was delighted to be invited by Simone Jamieson, Manager of the |
House, to write the foreword for this book about the role that the
community. My connection with Elwood is of long standing, through t
Although | no longer practice or am affiliated with the business, | ste
Chisholm @GarReal Estate. Myvaivement has been the Bendigo Bank |
It was through my weakstate that | became involvetiavtithf the Elwooc
Neighbourhood House. When Keith McGregor was elected the Mayc
of Port Phillipiscim¥ook plagleout the need for a place to bring the c
together through the purchaseyofilagpecipestcould happen.

As it happened, our business had just facilitated the sale of 87 Teni
known developéhe Bond farhkyBond family had been using the prope
home, but also as a base for thbustoassetitmvever, the developer de
the sale; and | realised that the property was the potential communit
asked for by the council. Subsequently, | introduced the Bond family 1
the council, resultiegourthase of the property by the council for commi
Many years later, when Elwood lost its last bank, | was involved i
development of the Bendigo Bank in Elwood for the community. Thr
grants from the bank, we were able to provide a range of grants a
Neighbourhood House so that it could develop and expand its c
community. As | drive past the building now, | see how it has contir
sense of pridevstdble to play a small part.in its history

Alatair Chisholm



INTRODUCTION

This is therg of Kingsley, our Neighbourhood House, a home that c«
uabi R E@QE au abli eUROE + N@isaOl
place that generates stories. Through the life stories of anddaipdot
makers weatametrieve a glimpse of their world: the development of

Kilda, the world wars, and the ongoing struggle for municipal progress

Kingsley is a home whose families were drivesdifielenusEiveyr a
were indeed PortP@llp 1 UpioaekiSron¥tihisth@nhe @metgaddrsth
of industry and sddietKingsley families were people of faith from tr
zealous in their concern for community: pvathdiwg Btayibds and the fan
that supported t@emblusend that of our neighbours also sprouted \

heroes: the full story of their bravery and sacrifice has remained untol

Today, as of yesteryear, Kingdiegradnenddsom across the globe
our threshitids here thaKthmialso meet. It is here thaotlwitddearding
house friemdslesce into. @it children, our elderly, our challenged
disadvantaged, our immigrantmdigdnous all meddurevelunteers hav
enriched all our lives inédtisnablyhere there is a listening earyartisat w.
that is egspmnirand evaspirin§Kilda has a fine Towhobighl it nbaysaid

that its $emanates from hearths like ours.



THOMAS & CHRIHBIAINE59

An 1859 council rate bddONMAS FIStdhbentawningsiaoom wooden
housen sixacres laihd dReserveSHildaReserven&ty be an early name
undesignated roadways from our fledglilegl8adncites nieodibrey St
Thomasesto have hislthoysst south of where our House will, @melday
wagpossipbuilsome years ddret@bitthe 1864 ratsbmi N a ON @ 4

asask-room wooden haigscogs located at Tennyson St

Thomé&sskin (180870born in Kippen, StirlingsHisted as a farmer fr
Fiffeshindnien he armveth&obert Baam Greenock, Scod@rathoary, 1842
together with his witearihes Hogt810872) he itatedfevestruclG/en
HungpEE EO4&AU ERRNzl E N@ (UEaAUQ@ a

We know little of theiexsest thalanuary 1864 Thorsaskivels to
employ a gardeinelpook after teed@cre property on the corner of Tenny
Iott Streets.

Thomas at 8ga$to fall seriously ill with symptoms akin to dysent
over January and February of 1870, and would finally so@€abrbdoyext
Barely able to sigiil tipgeon his dehtiibemasulttave a weekly annuity tc
brother, Archibaldan& / Y&/ E4 B E O @nd@feectsiht&my de
e NIl | # b EWigtianhB@RicEmbadgsldebrother Lauramhes and
threavidowed sishars, Elizabeth and Margaretiddkeqraafterl 872, aged
62.

Thecouphkere buried togethiiloa CemeatsrVhomag €hristina Fisken



TheAskirgx-acedlotment as shownl@7BnE. S. Yiig of our neighbourhood
Port Phillip Library Service

Yool oz LoV ‘ e = OF

— s

Cemetery, Thomas & Chéastgraireshiith topy@adstontoneground
4
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1905: MMBW1RG@h neighbouring Tenmysoert#SLV Collection

Detail Giennysopr8pertiseowimyddlenamed Kingatélvyndcote (renamed Glenfell)
5



JOHN MORRISONINMUDIE

1872 DHN MRRISON MUiwgthesixacrallotment that comes to be kno
Grassmerae propmdiudesiagoom houskidie will Rgdabuilt jusirth

of Grassmeureiohill beenamed Kingsl&g97
The Rydapropertextersall the way to Mitfo g
Street

DbhnMorrisorMudie(1842879)porn in _
Hobart Towas clenkho came to the Colo
Victoria 185&fter a period in St. Croix in t |
Indiesdudie first livedroli@aStreet, Prahrangh
therGeorge Street, East Melbourne, befo
Tennysdre&t. He died at the early age of
Rock and is burigtilda Cemetery.

. 4 Bxilda

‘(,’.tl‘tlfl.félt,c of @Eitle,
% lj.\llﬁll THE “TRANSFER OF LAND STATUTE®

“
{ Whire et 5 Govirpoen oo oot o it
£ L.

Mo Conndy of Bovdia' Heee

new the Preprieter  ¢f an Estate in Fee-simple, subject to the
Encumbrances netified hereunder in Bl thad. picce . of Land, delincated

Vf UDIE. —— WANTLD, information _rospecting Sy iy
YL JOUN MORRISON MUDIE, wbo lefs the West ek e b

Indics about six years ago for Australia. His father L -
and eld 'r brother nredead, aud any coxmmunieation with
his family in 8i. Croix, or with bi« uncle Chria, Mudle,

Dated the Hod — day of « Hovy One theusand eight bundred

0 M wunt Plevant, Liverpool, Bnglad, by the said J. ok sy |

M. Mudie, will be to his advantage. Any Informsbion ‘ it )

respeciing the maid J. M. Madie will be gladly received o el Regara o Tt

by Mr. Chris, Mudie, v PRCTXERAKCES REPERRED T0
. 4 i

186RAugst7he Agiamilgxecutors search for Mi

1878 Relxacra property tit]
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ST KILDA, PRAHRAN, AND SOUTH YARRA GUARDIAN

] SATURDAY. AUGUST 10, 1878, [Patcs 2n. 88 pgr Guarser.

1873: Margaret Richardson owns HeydRrasisouse asidacre property

with a possible lease to Edward Ashley
18764argarBbnaldson @srassmeegamom housesaadres

1878: Miath@rin@onaldson sameeside in Elwood

" From Mrs. C. Donaldson, complaining of |.
seglect on the part of the man who lighted
the oil lamp at the cormer of Scott and
Twnveon streets, whioh was totally neg-
lected on the 20th and 26th of July. This
lsmp was not on ordinary oceaiions lighted
ull 80 bour or two later than the gas at Mr.
Duckert's corner, wnd if the council would
request the Gas Compacy to extend the gas
‘ses  little farther, it wonld greatly oblige
the lamilies in that neighbourhood, the lamp
pot being suited for oil.—Referred to the

surveyer,

. Netier tohs Te@drdp A U D &
18804aude Mary Middleton comesitaawmptbperty

188 hseixacre property is subdivided, with Catherine Donaldson purt
twoacrewhile Fredefokrebong purchases Grassoumeresavith a
frontagel@a”’

188Tatherine Donaldsohyunthspte 4 room cottaghe same property
Rydato Haterenamed GleG#dherine lives in Wyndcote while renting

clergym@harles Ford

1888: Wyndcote is now leased out to Clement Jarrett



189MHugh Camerondsitig@gdal avyndcote

1890: H@Glllies passes away sparking several years of searching for

executors of his will

1891, JanliakeyQueeenslander
189A.897The Ryd@&llenfell property appears to be leased for this period
1890: Grassmared Gharles Bemostibh relativEaroline (nee Bempget)

BI5: GrassimawnedSamuel Turner

o w——y

SOUTIH ST. KILDA.

All that plece of lawd, containing la, dr.
24 9-10p,, having K211, 6in. frontage (o
Tennyson-street, by a depth through to Mit-
ford-street of 1004ft, 6in., togeiher with two
W.B. cotlages erected thervon, vie,

RYDAL,

Containing five rooms, kitchen, bath, wash-
houre, storeroom, together with !:ulunl-d
iron stables, coachhouse, and man’'s room.

WYNIDCOTE,

Containing fve roums, kitchem, washhouse,
bath, &c.

The situation is high, well drained, and about 10
minutes’ froin Elsternwick station or 5t. Kilda
tram terminus.

e —

1896, Novemberdrg&aleRydal and Wyndcote
1897.dhove family come TadRitialis held by one Thomas Arnfield
¢ 1900: William C,r@ekmapufactulieneighbaatr Grassmere



1904: Thesvewom house, Kingsley is offeand ferixalght by Caroline Lc
1904: The Klaws family come to Kingsley
¢ 1905: BbotbfCaenworsdeighbour to the north, towards Saint John St

190&ingsleyndslenfelld7 and7A TennysoraBd the remaining backyard

now subdivided into 3 separate properties

1910: Grassf®erbennysqrisBStvned by — WATURUAY NEXT. is& DRCEME,

Al HaXgpast § o'Closk,

Thomas W. Rowe O the Premisss,

W § b

1914: Eve (nee Davie) and James G| ygmy couonions by, wa vz,

Kingsley 'E.-’énﬁrj &“"&;"ﬁ;

MOST EXTENSIVE STARLING,

m -!ﬁlr"
DP15The Davie brothers purchase K e

'fﬂ' RM“ Netegd M
their sister m’d .%In‘

1913: The Durstan Family mave to K

B |
D17The Grassmere home and Pouli

for sale "am"!'m i

T, Owrtifioate Tems ot Sale

1928: Eve Goldsworthy takes pd"““ "
Kingsley |

194@vand Arthur Watsonowgingsley o+ Pecembeéie Agerassmere for

196@onakahd Barb®atsarovowrKingsley
197 Brian Roberts owns Kingsley

1980: Albert Bond purchases Kingsley.



OUR POETIC BEGINNINGS

Undoubtedly the neighbouring northern English Lakes District han
Grasmere conjure up associationsIwdh tded.ake 9 NOONE O
Ryial Moumtverlooking Rydal &ltatgside Samuel Taylor Colleridge ar

Soliey who stayed at Grasenerd/ordsworth would be laid to rest.

Our cottage names of Rydal andoGidssmanmady find romantic resa
amidst our collection of many another poé&tdsezbtthageenames are fi

beautifullydgt associations in and of themselves:
Grasmagratanked lake
Rydad valley sown with rye
KingsteakN @1 & | OEET UR ONI paolde
Glenfadl deep valley in the mountains.

To have a neighbourhood interwoven with the souisobfepmitscNas
diplomatic intent to stave off sectarian strife: no street would bear the
Catholic or Protestant statesman. Thomas Ellwood, ouniQtaker p

became the pleasant home for eponyms of a similar ilk.

Rydal Mount: Worddwmon#B8138504/e Age

10



THE LOVE FAMB971903

JUNOTION
TIMMEBER YARD.

Intersection of St. Kilda nnd Punt nonds. St. Kilda.

LOVE, ROYLE & THURGOOD
Timber Merchants and lronmongan.

ON SALE.—RUILDING uu'snut. OF ALL KINDS—
Flooring, Lining, Oregon, Weatherboards, Hardwood, Palings, Galvasised Iron

Mo Archit and Skirth
- it i TELEFPHONE, $53 WINDSOR,

19Q4ulyhérahran TelegudyErtisement

JOHN JEREMIAKDDoOVE Brackernagh, (t8@ha3 Marrie@AROLINE

BENNETT (1@ in 1894hemowkto Rydah 189@dded two rooms an
renaméioe sboomed cotkaggslelohn J. Love arrived in Australia aged
withhis parents, Simon Loi@2()8&Rthe (nee Sharpe) LA¥4Q)L.828d his

brothe@eorge, 23 and William, 21. Port Phillip City Coll

John J. and Caroliheshaabidswaldingslépve
(1894948)he eldelsbre a midi@dmilyocationahme
derived from the Old Emmtigls/eaganindl @1 &
or thinly wooded méadomame Kingsley may be

from a town or village in Cheshire, aGb/isyasied
the Doomsday book of 1086. fMHeyygbEraystis (19, Chd L

1906) sadlydfiddtheria in their neatthemerner of Mitford and Clarke S

Thethirdsonvas nanfdidn Rynhart Lovel@&00

John J. Love was a Mgiheaisiendnadvocate for better local.cond

~

H URBUOUal E %OeéeUUE ,wachairkanh af dhili 8o
+

NOEE #NaNi landhas pivedhid N OE8 B E & vetnEhi) © Al
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John J. leae locabuncilioom 18419 khdvasmayon 1918 Havas
a member of the St. Kilda Fore Shore &Coonmmitite20 aeithehilelbourne

andMetropolitan Board of Works.

In 19CF. J.J. Love sought to alleviate the misdrabiy/ spidivieen
Austin Asad GleHuntly Rl was @ace that should not exist in any c

communié

J. J. Lowas a Justice of the Rdsgat whdhe bench of thel&teHilda

Court.ater, Jolroveas to also asdlalvern councillor for three years.

John J. Lovéstemkas a baker when e E88iBatihe/as to become &
significant timber mebelcantjng President of the Timber Merchants A
Melbouraepartner inSheKildainction imwngers and timber trading firm of
Roya Thurgood,dedd. J. Love and Sparktyvdsoumer of the Camberw
and Kew Timber Co

B11: St. Kilda Fore Shore Committee:
Cr. John Jeremiah Liogeostdnd left esrtteCatamder tRavilion Tea House
ourtesytiodPort PhilityColléon

12



HOWARD KINGSLEY LOVE

Aqualified electrical erieABRD KINGSLE¥dr@dEn WWI, first with 1
60 Battaliotines" Division Cy€lmnpaytlye "2 AnzaCyclig@attaliptherwas
seconded to the Australian Famdgt€ogosnpletadbatiining at the Schoc
of Aerial Fighting in Ayr,. Stéelaras ain force pilot witfl 8wuddrofithe
Australian Flying diotpg which time he was shot down by machine gui
behind enemy. liHeswasptured by German troops and intermed |

gefangenenlardggoril 1918.

H.Kwas repatriated ecember tgldbd and married his fiancé, ©
Beaumont Pye ofi théha8 DecembeFra818925 toLi@aeamve was to
serve lind 4 aQuire® Ai-arde was registered RiaAEheesantd 1939
Hidasflightime was logged in 1933 with the Central Australian Survey.

HK Lovepioneedamateur amebnatical radio communi¢abomshis
sevice record, we rdam/éhatganised the first experiPacifalitedessts
and achieved long distance radio transmissions from Australia to Gre
States of America, and to Chinaditemakii® station 3BM.

A KingsI®AAF AfRadioeReives displayed at the Scienddgeum
H.Kbecantige inaugural Federal President ofnigliérefelastralia in 19
andvas the mamtpdirectoKafgsley Teleradio Constructjon pigdiliedion
1934971.

HK.was sughly regardeathe as thougb have beemrdesther a
Distinguished Flying@r@ross Force Clomsggupporting weentsre yet to

surfate substantiate this.

13
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RADIO SIMPLY EXPLAINED
A SPECIAlz ARTICLE

THE

LISTENER
IN

Tty
H. K. LOVE

Al

A HIGH QUALITY
LOCAL RECEIVER HOWARD K. LOVE

NAVIGATION BY WIRELESS

ALL THE PROGRAMMES

| 3d. ALL NEWSAGENTS 3d.
19295-etuarylhéferald
Thisdvertisement t#t. Loireuniform broke conversparkatmilitary rebuke

e .. . . . 2 §

MEMBERS OF THE MACKAY AERIAL SURVEY EXPEDITION MACKAY E\PEDITDN RETU RNS FRO“ CEVTRA

tenant Kingsley Love, Captain Frank Neale Donald Mackay (leader)
o rttanar. Bestnatt, and’ Mg, C..J Robertid From left: Ms. Donald Mackay. M. Frank Neale. M:. C. ]
- ) nd the ayar (Alderman H

1933 ydney Morning Hebakingsley Love xm(nbe rikntral Austrdlemal Survey

3 GOOD REASONS

1
| o s KINGSLEY RADIO RECEIVERS

THE KINGSLEY RADIO

1. Fxeludve Cirewst If your receiver ln w0t funetion lng. eall sar Metvire Departmest—we
2 Dwsigned th giie even amplification of spesialior b repalrs 1o cvery maks of revelver,
every [reguency in the mosiesl tange,
2 Mand Ausembied Duen’t put up with selue or poor tereplloseenll . S8 and sk for
4 NGt bullt in slock casoet. 160 dexens Servies Deparimentesnr Vas will eall.
0 (bc-c
|0Mm|n' wnal garantes The 1080 Nisgaley Medeis wre new ready.  Por (Ie-like
| Teenmiear akeiber o A BE, Tatencre™ of all rlasnes of apecch med musle, yus musl have & Kingsiey,

SETS From £17/10/-

PHON: CENTRAL W Kingsley Teleradio Comstructions Pty. Lid

After Hours! XWIMT or UHI,

aud airange 101 - awﬂnuou n your Ml '"mo "‘m. “mu‘"‘-
KINGSUEY 7mg'w3 CONSTRUCTIONS Cent 8461 Open on Friday Nights
M SPRINO 6T, C | | S 2000000000000 000000 00000000 0 00 0000000000 4040 00000
1933 he Advocate 193G/e Herald
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Younger son, ALLAN RYNHA&STth ©O¥Eome a successful architect of
St. firnf &carborough, Robertson & Love that designed for Scotch (

churches.

VICTORIAN DOMESTIC ARCIHITECTURE
Asclinsina; Seavbermgh, Riberas & Livw
e plan of L

Wieh 1 direa and w0
Pedivcinn and bathn
Fosch wille pamnibed w

syt cthe

NEW CHURCH AT

gree pmen o the Aty
atihmoms Save adukved » cottage al Jhasaoe) ad ddm

193 Construction and Redb&stale

1938 he Argus

NEW CHURCH AT ELWOOD

3

Tenders will be invited soon for the
erection of a church bullding for the
Elwood Presbyterian Church, at the comer
of Tennyson and Scott streets, Elwood

The bullding will be erected at the side

of the existing timber
main front f{ac
Blended bricks will

church, with the
Tennyson street,
used for Lthe oon-
sruction, and the roof will be covered with
tiles Sea will be ded for 100
persons, and chureh been planned

50 that this can be increased for special |
occasions. The cholr, which will be In a |

a tower, which will face Beott street. The
ground-floor portion will be used for the
managers’ room, and the upper space will
accommodate an organ chamber and pos-
sible future beifry

An arched chanoel. recessed beyond the
nave. will accommodate the Communion
table and the elders’ chairs. The pulpit
will be on one side of the chancel. Acoustic
insulating board, will be used to line the
open trussed roof. The cholr and clergy
vestries have ready access to the church.

The architecta are )
transept, will sent 18 Robertacn, and Love, of 388
A special feature of the church will be | street,
198The Argus

15
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THE KLAWS FAMD4913

\'T KILDA. Six roomed W.B.  VILLA, MWiest
B stvie, lovely view. Particulams on application
“Kirngesler," Tennyson-of. S )

1904,Qétobéthe Argasivertised sale of Kingsley

INn190MAX andLILY KLAWSERKChilden VICKEY, MAX, HERMANN & L
movedKmgslépm Carlisle St, St Kilda.

Maximillian Johannes Klath&l8h866mmercial traveller (sadssma
marrigtoLilian Empey (186]. E é fathelVilhélm Jacob Anton Klaws (:

1909Vadorn in Kiel, GerMalmglm was a shippinghalekied_aura
Puttman1838879)

The Klatesnilappear to be of the Luthekdawxfditrand halgt four
children:

Adelaide Victoria Klaws (1892
Max William George Riah&/@3Heidelberg
HemanAlexander Klaws 12996 Liverpool, NSW
Laura Millidahakhws (190258) Kew
Thé E CsBv@adsuccessive moves may hamgeddanthmprovidence of
offspringPrevious family addeasses
189825 Statio@&1ton1896: 18 WateB®al&t 1897: 2 Argyle St, St Kilde
1899: 18 Byron St, Elh@@2t Southey St, Elwd8a3: 78 CarliSi€ilgh

16



19108yt Mix Jdnjured in Richmond traintbalkdiedinginjure80 100
the 8:27 am. Elsternwick train collides into the rear of the 8:20

train waiting at Platform 1, Richmorfo @&¢koomalay @orning

Disastrous Railway Acci-
_' . dent.

———

BRIGHTON EXPRESS

RUNS INTO ANOTHER TRAIN
NINE PERSONS KILLED

THIRTY-THREE INJURED
-~ —_—

" MANY OASES OF HEROISM

(Br Wizs.]

Mzrsovrxe, Tuesday.

1910 JdMVIurchison Advocate

191Bun®&eath oMl at Kingsley
191™he Klaws family moves to 199 Fitzroy Street, St. Kilda

191%919: Max William George Klaws S&riels withbilare e ainel 2
Battalions in Gallipute Gred Belghgs woundadd comes poydroted

to Lieutenant in the field.

17



THE DURSTON FAMI1913913

c.19Rhymond George, Sydney Frederick, Frederick
youngera, Beryl Ailegnd Norman Henry in uniform

1913: Sale of Kingsley to NIRER HIGNMMILYheDurston family were

formerly frarRoowong dairy farm in South Gippsland

NORMAN HENBRSDQ893915) was an officer with the Comm
Military Fotloef®re the aaring just graduated from Duanistecamd1914 a
a commissioned LieotteharitBattaliork Gallipdiie volunteered to charg
Turkistnenchyhich was takemas wounisetthat action and likely again wh
trench was shelled by Turkish forces. NormianMizgdl hisatvaightls upon
hospital ship, was buried at the Beach Cemsetienyedirat theerlomne Pi

Cemetery.

Ray189200Anlisteatd embarkeiiithel¥ Bation arrimgin Europe

for the Armistice

Initiallyhe DusstsentdKinsgley to the Goldsworthy Family for £2 a
mowo 119Tennysahifetsahthiamily is later fioumel at 85 DiGtens

18



THE DAVIE & GOLDS\W/ORTFHOAMILIES14969

1914: EVE ENdlgYnee Davie GOLDSWORTHY (b. Bia6R®60) |ivks. at
Kingsley witisband JAMES GOLDSYWU&EEB58941), a mining engine
withCassilis Gold Mining CB8mpalagbund 1Aa8nes was a Freemason.
Ev&EmilyNag is one of nine childecd. E R Alde@rdThé@mask 2
Albert Dabudids Yarramundie on OrmondikddaAduechasasd builds
upon the commeperty at 27 Ormond E$plamadavibuilds Moolakhoola
Normandy Road.iifli®bBothers purchasarndungiiddys for Eve and James

c192éx KingslEya, Jean and moGaid&wverthy 1952: Eve and brother Albert
and friend Gracie Southo

19



The Dayarents were: WILLIAM BDAYEHingshire, Sctiadh824nd
LOUISE nee HOLE (b. Bradford, Devon). They lived in Kynetuff thot
as a tamwelling blacksimiDaylesford,ant@amvn the Farnrers Hotel. Eve
EmilyNag and Jameds@olthy haveumbdaughternscludirfydb.1899)
andkarib1903).

Davie Family: son Albert driving, sisterkEeatbstin Thomas and father William

At the timeed&w James mdiagsley has a picketliengh frontiving
roomt idikelthaEv&milybauildrorothers, Albert and Diavieaisstructbd t
new gabd®fed living room in the garly 1900

About 1@INorfolk Islamukewas purchdsmah a W¥AMhdaising fete at
Luna Paillhe pine plasitedt the front féaycgouily A GOLDSWQRThelY
fetenaPp Esel A EOI @ UOE E | supédisehouason OfF uné
Park faheState War Camldhe St. dél Patriotic Calaeabrding to the
St.KHS Lbwask was closed for mugh of WWI

20



THE WATSON FAMILY

1910: Arthur Clive Le Seuer

Wattiavas boriR PHURLIVEE EEURINn Collingwaod.894He was Horn
NelliHelen Elizaheti&uealongvithbrothekSetiGsdele SepJohn Leslie
Watsawhaoesiedoy WWieargt Anazarll RoBeEIwoddFrederick William
Le Seuer, Harold Le Seuer and Roy Lyhditestdoor8susil]l come to
9EaaNl a4 UERI @aa Ea . R EQGE . Ra

At age YBattisvento Queensland to cut railwagnsleaparge 21 in
Decembet Qilideenlistddrmilitargervies Arthur Clive WAAtatirosérom
the rank of icedctcorps private at Alardachd epitomizefnadmarHe
returadfrom the wapilat andfficethouglvasieveto sgakof his wartime

experiences

21



19146Wattie enlist8risbainethe Army Medical £iesd Ambulasce
privatafter having completed 9 montharrdsereasleat, Alexanttia
Francevhere heaandatfattie served with the First Australian Gener
andva promotedagebt.9 Ea aNI & @l éa EEa&EC¢

mystery.

c191Sergeant Wassated ragid mates sightseeing in Egypt

22



191Discharged frovl E&attinlists with the RFC, &dllaiedtenanith
the54' Reserve Squad, Boigeiilying Corps in. W&ehrsa British
Commonwealth Victory Medal Menmtacdmgdaespatcek Leafvard
191492and atmperial $8ian Order dBtShislasyords’ 8lasgl of
awarded to Aliatrdpr hipostWWI duty wite Royair Forae the
Northern Russian Exgreditiominatin October, 1919

|

[

29t Arthur Clive Watson

191fhought toebetedxforéEnglancentrd°Lt Arthur Clive Watson, Pilot

Retunindrom the war, Wattie worksateofagiand at Newport Power Statis
23



OnlFebruat92EVA GOLDSWORArHYS ARTHUR CLIVE.WATSON

192BaandVattiea el EEN@l] NgdeNaEeEaNUQG

Bridal Paiay Bown, Jean Goldsaa@bigswortbgdeMary Cardwellood O1 9 Ec@)a U @
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1922Dctobéhze E  JEANGGRBDSWEBRMMEY. J. WATKINS of Colac

Theeceptimheld at the MasalhiGSH Georgesskuinwick.

ME. W. J. WATKINS TO MISS
JEAN GOLDSWORTHY.

The Elwood Methodist Church wus
the scene of a pretty wedding «n
Saturday, October 22, when Jean,
vounger Juughter of Mr. and Mr..
J. Goldsworthy, of "Kingsley,” Ten-
nyson street, Elwood, became the
wife of My, W. J. Watkins, of Colac.

The bride wore & lovely frock of
gold lace, with a train of gold vel-
vet lined with georgette, and a beau-
tiful luce veil lent by her sister, Mrs.
A. C. Watwon.,  She carried a bou-
quet of golden roses.

Mrs. A. C. Watson was matron of
honor, with Misses Mary Gray and
Jean Mackay as bridesmaids. All
wore cyclamen georgette frocks
lined with gold lace and carried bou-
quets of pansies. Mr, 8. Spargo was
best man, and Messrs. E. and A.
Harris groomsmen.

After the ceremony Mrs. Golds-
worthy received the yguests st the
Masonic Hall, St. George's road, El-
sternwick. She was gowned in che-
tille embossed georgette. The young
couple will make their home at Colac.

192The Prahran Telegraph E @
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1928va and WatheD Glil@iin th&ont bedroom, our officent

¢.1929: a young Don Watson $U@ U® BPNa [ EabI T

193%Vattie and Eda EBandndfanil@ friend Bonnie Verna Welch ar
St. Clements Private Hospital on the northern corner of Tennyson

1940onwards: Eva \@&stdishemBley Knittingiiviihe back workshop

[ NITTING,
GIRLS WANTED,

JUNIORS,
IMPROVERS,
EXPERIENCED HANDS.
FOR PLAIN SEWING.
TRIMMERS,
FINISHERS,

ldea! Conditlona, No Saturday Work.
All Holldpys, Morning Tea.
Plnish 4 o'Clock Friday

Pbone LF3647,
Or Oau

KINGSLEY KNITTING MILLS,
87 Tennyson-streel. Elwood,

D47, Februahe Age

194Januafeath of James Goldswatloprfegedsiaom Kingsley

1946: Wattie and Eua k¢ possessi&mofthg
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Shrghdbgartygheld at Maison De Luxefdioveedvéy further

celebrations at Tennyson Street

$ U@ 9 Eaathedisoa De Luxe

Uaa Ui $U® a4 I RNI QGEA UNEaamRiE
bePresiden®dd Caulfield Grammarians Football Club

Wattie was also tottekenantle of Elwood Bowling Club President.
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195Bebruary: Wattie Watson takes Oath of Allegiarmedfeeooestdl DI
19525-ebruad:E 4 & Ni "Welding MraieB@myatscend Barbara

Pitmaannounce thegagenwrihe celebration

b5Doavie Watson and Barbara Pitman announce their engagement at King

1953: Don and Barbara aaeS$hatmenlews Anglican Church, Brighton

1958&ddingceptianBerkley Hall, PriS¢akist
Don and Bara@rowsgirl sister SuZammen, Diane Watson, Ethel Andersen, Patricia E

1953959: Don and Bhvekae Yarramuoaolieer of Ormond Esplanade
Normndy Road

19538 ctob&on and Barbara have son JameatDariaWagei201 7)
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888 W55,
sli§ g

Barbatdaand brother John Pitmaornvehi@el Divine and Bert Raetan
Divine atter@ldell R & &€ O 3BMiNrieDSt. St., KiltthteOdisterd ATideey .
Pitman family boys for generations atten@8&tdhdmaoddmaumber of
city and suburban businesses including: Bourke Radio Centre an

Electric.

Barbara Pitffivdrattend&thelford C.E.G.St Kikla Park State School
193Pollowing a severe stnappihum enrolled MéssiBradstth® N seE & |
I N R O BehinthéMetadist Chiriciroy, Bt193Shéater atteyutFirbank
Church of England Grammar School, Brighton.

1939: BarBéraan ak8ta Park State Stiuvol fFonteft
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c. 194Mis BradshaRrivate Schobhmdgrseligious instandefiss Bradsh@awcigal right
Barbara, top3tvom leRatricia Botstom rdifrom left

1949: Barbara Pitman, debutante in the Kingsley living room before her appearance at

30



WEDDINGEXMNGSLEY

1959anuaBonnie Verna Waricas Peter.Dunn

Ken Clarke & Margaret Trewin, Peter Dunn & Bonnie Welch, Diane Watson & M

1959u\Diane Watson marries Peter Mackie

Bonnie Verna & atson, Bonnie Verna \We#ohara Watson,
Barbara Watkmmet Hassel and Katrina Econonmgne Watdomet Hassel and Katrina Econor
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1954; CrWassenUUUR a4&a %OeUUE #
Diversion
1968 Wattie Watddiaysr of the Citllitdebt

195FebruaBon and Barbara have son lan Davie Watson

1957: Mayor Watson opens McKewans supe(olasket 1958 roy St

N
= ‘.

1957: Mayor Arthur CIivé WattibeNzaatennial MayGikda St
CrWattie Watson and witrecgtavoted to communigywwediked together
raise fundbudd the Elwoodt$dlvaolunteered tirelessly at the Cora Gr
Betty Day Ceatrégs involvedBiitbod High Seffartd

Thoughitially opposed, Cr. Watson lent his suppshimenthef ¢iseal
Public Libraiter witnessingsdrbg resident turn out onrddritteve.
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Evdounded the ElwoodAuadias/ of (Gaulfield) Southern Memoriad Hos
1954&nd imecognition of her affeaimlasnramed in her hoReeirinaugural
meetingf the auxillaas held at their Tennyson Street hifvae wEs¢sée

Hospital Vice President.

Eva Watson Warchat@laelllieé General Hospital
Eva was also foundation Vice President of the St. Kilda Elderly Pers

and the Vice President of the St. Kilda Ladies Benevolent Society.

CrWatti®Vatsomwas a Justice of the Reddeeaoth€oenmissioner at
Melbourne avietrpolitaJ E 3 E U MembBeU & Q@laert ParkiE€emn
Managementavdeémber of the SouthehVsigihish% Measuragt€em

Wattie oftendtbgieral Partyristhg functions at Kingsley.

1958: St. Kilda Town HaB hbgtFi® 8 N a N & of Vittédorgingdeald R | E @
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1958ayor and Eva Watson greet the Queen Mother.at St. Kilda Towt

Organizations of Vidaywa Wattie Watson and wite Bva D alRAdYENRIDO N IND N&E @

Mayor Wattie and wife Eva, the Queen MGHiberlred ®oled Jamie Watson
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1959, Janiay arkhrbara have daughter Christine Ann Watson

1961: E4® N e afid) Boldsworthy passes away in theafront
Kingsley

195EBONOe ' UOE a e UR a b é1958Peréivisll Hari FEzadwWatsdn Marl IBakria :
Jamie Watson, Jean Watkins, Eve, Eva and ibdhéiageam & D1 {"\ReRldBn Anniversan

1950Diane, Watti& e Eva, Don and Barbara at Kingsley

35



Wattie Watd@b6@ampaign flyer




Wattie Watd@b@smmpaign flyer




clate 1960Wattie andhBlibackyard

1968: Arthur Clive Wattie Watson passes away
1969: EvaGuddsortiyatson passes away

01 Ul %eE EQGE 9E&aaNI
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DON. BARBARA WAJAIDIE, IAN AND CHRIGHUIBIE/

19697 MDon and Barbadfamilye at Kingsley
1970: Dand sister Diane Davie Watson inherit the .Kingsley property

1971: Donald Davie Watson now owns Kingsley

c. 196Christinésiml Guidesforrny the front door

39



»

40



Kingsley house 19diis

BRIAN ROBHRTA99

197 A MarchKingslsysold toidaStuarmRobertSouth Melbourne famtidalle
publican, and his wife, Jillian Samém#isdEBRdberts

ALBERT BANDI18XINGSLEY SAVEPIRSIMREAT OF DEMOLITION:
1979, Octd®ear neighbour, Albert Bond purchiaseb3RjEg@liegroposes :
multi unit development which ultithedatyviedn the developer walked awe

were also saidawabebjections
41



PREVIONEHGHBOURS

GLENFELL

The rear cot@mfethme to be owhed Asthilendall Morrisorl(Q88p
anMrs.|[Eahndorrisqh8 70955)itsomrthur amldughter Flondacel
whananedRonald Cox in ApfliH&d 8&ygiArthur Thomas Morrison (1889
1938yasvoundat-rance in 191 6. Jur¥E8rthur and mates t@rkenemy
machine gungmbkingrisonarsbroad dayhgihvebteteramd Merris.

PERSONAL.

Mr. Arthur Morrison, of Glenfell,
Lennyson street, Dt Alda, Das e
coived word that his sou, dergeant
A. Morrison, has, ater two years sod
Udee woutas active scrvee, been
wounded W ¥ rance.

The Prahran Telelpa®17

AWARDED THE DISTINGUISHED CONDUCT MEDAL.
a
IS MAJESTY THE KING has been pleased to award the Distinguished 1
Conduct Medal to the undermentioned for gallantry and distinguished
service in the Field :—

Fo. 907 Sergeant J FIE M lomm

Wor upptonou gallantry and devotion to duty. In broad lﬂ-
1ight he and two other ranks surprised an enemy post and ux nine
prisoners and a machine gun. FHe showed fine courage and initiative. "

5"Battalion, Gallipoli and Fratt& SgiMawa@tl foa brawery

Albert Boowined the rear property from 1948, was a Master Builder,

concreting swdnming poaoistruction &t@lenfaiheB5 Tennyson Bitopetty

Mr. Bond also leased a portion of the rear property from the Nichols.

Mr.& Mrs. Stan Worthington with a son, and daughter Anne are also re

where they had a shed dedicated for growing mushrooms, though it w:

busiess office. A B@apwadio transmission tower was to be erected in fr

and drew the ire of council and neighbours alike. Remnant chook pens

though they were soon to be demolished. There weeecexienesing sheks

and equipment, as well as two petrol bowsers and their underground ft
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196%A Bond concrete hoisthiigbkS®rahran work site
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David Bond thoughtfully contributed these réesilgations about

| promised to give you some details on my father Alberteewage Eadl
born in St Kilda on 16 February 1914, went to school in St Kilda anc
the Balaea Lodge in Crimeé&i&ieated his apprenticeship as a cabine
with H & E Sidgreaves Shoplfitters, played district cricket with St Kilc
the shopfitting and building trade for several decades until he becar.
member @& Master Builders Association Victoria and formed the buil
A. E. Bond Pty Ltd in Jkteerd846ur mother EIma May Peters at the F
Dance and they married at the Presbyterian Church, cnr. Barkly Stri
St Kilda orné B#ZDad was a visionary with a broad range of trade sk
him from building into hoisting conacéteasittalled moblleabovers
eventually replaced by new technology to the building industry calle
Albert was a pioneer in the introduction of concrete pumps in Austré
successful concrete pump hire business with around 30 employees
Street yard from 1966 until theHediet! peacefully at home in Elsterr
in he family home he built in 1950 on 24 February 2002Vatithe age c
died orf"Zril 2012 at the ripe old age of 96 years.

The Bavweere formerly of Herbert SduhdNud#AlpeBond was engaged
the manufacturing of yardpelilhe Commonwealth Aircraft Corporatio
Melbourne, and was later employed at the Williamstown Naval Docky
David Bond took early to the famipiesifesstsd latédobile Concrete
Pumpinyl ER @N@T aU ERNesel 4auUU@ DPNa i
bDbNa 44EEIl 44 N@ REOOé EER ERN&Ng
[ UR $ Ewide EompaiRe KdcNierdPty. Ltd.
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c.1955: ABend with David and Jennwith Regidyourhood kids in the Tennyson St. driv
TheE DNOERIT @ $E=NE EQE *1 @@é ,@&hid 1

the famiilyed in Elstermmveckouse thepyptltRipponlea Estate.

The driveway from Tennyson Street was @agpbotcerddoaiiBay Figs
thatined theropertyheranenightMr. Bond found himself in dire straits, pr
sandwiched by his car door and a light pole. Neighbour, HerspdYatse
calls for helpuaddubtesifyvdus life.

Younger daughteidadmnwas to become a local schdelgaactdilwood Hi
School, and went on to teach at Gardenvale SHSit8 Srhoql aBtefdedO C
Richmond Girls High School. Between late 1979 and 1982|elemy and

resided at Kingsley with their children, Daniel and Katherine.
1988 UaOE DI REOE $EeNE & 1 @1 EITIT Ol ¢
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Our propemysubdiednto three:ldtmgsley, Glenfell asttbthbtierd St.

-
\
U Ay ul"hltill’llu‘,
Lot 3 N ~ uu’,,"/“
P n/"’

1908: Property subdivision

The propertyifrgdmight &b the northern side (closer to Rothesay Ave)
Mrs. Rachel BouhelOD

1923: 97, 97a Tennyson St. parobkrtighti®ments
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In 1928 Eve Emily Gotdsipoghgssion of the House titlédpnviedly tvalsl
by her brothers Thomas Matthew Davie and Albert Hole Davie.

1928 House title detail
In the 185 driveway was owned by MeK&ghatoMitford St.
Charles Norman Buckland comes to own 1 Knight $94hd the drivewa

1941: 1 Knight St. title plan detall
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Albert George Edward Bond takes possessiGierifgiie hdotyisni948.

1948itle plan detail for 97A Tennyson St
In 1956 Evelyn Violet Nichols owned 3 Knight Street, some of our cu
+ NI ba 5a ERNeel e Eé %eel Orae@wréers.

Pal

The family lost a brother ieW@kE B & UaOE EUOI a

employees.

195Rear erty title plan
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83 TEMNON ST

Our neighbours@ti 8@ @é a U 5 a R 1 Rodert Bl BftieRMarht
Fom 1950 tovie&DHarry & DorisliNess&8T ennyson Singdheir children

Vivian aRdter, with a dog, 4 cats and an aviary of white doves

Viv on Miol E exgblicdorsesrenadier Viv and Peter on the way to school
Peter and Viv at 88mennyson St

8 NeN@maa OUE Ea ETI eE4a Ea (
Library.
Viv recdilsr fathidiarry would throw his old shoes up into the Palr

Barbara remerttieid/atson children favoured the Pepper Tree and
name, tBdoe Tree.
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HARRY NISSEN, Leading AirthaftRAaA ~
No.5Airfield Construction Squadieging
ShovedsPorMoresby and Milne Bay duri
also served asnapere with the RAAF

entertainment unit, and was dischaag

wounddarry comes to marry Doris, surolacdusin Berlin,

Around 1960 Viv recalls the flats behind their property being a

den, and their house being swarmed during a police raid.

INn198Robert and Bataa, asdn Stuanioved imwwmber 88nnyson

StThe Gara family recall the remnants of an orchard behind their prop

8TENNYSON STREET
S8NeNE@ a4 OEal RGEO | RE GE detliiobtitoRMr.
BoriStupeformer concert master of the Munichrdraaho @atiesr at th

Melbourne Conservatorium of Music in the 1950

89 TENNYSON STREET

From around the,tt@4Geeligstivat | Nattie Seeligson dies in

Melb
number 89 with their daughtbfr. w.me..,: l::;ni

bune reports the death
in Melbourne of Nattie See-

Nathaniel Seeligson was @ueadlit | Vi dmn "k

and communist.

Russkehbuildeand Jayaeusem

drectand thashildren now live next S wa w,;‘if'f:“:i“ﬁ:,
numbe&9, which theyght Aypril, 20C
They have,aaiind four chickens.

nd eomndlmm hh vuhd in- lewn sald.

1957, Noverhberlribune
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OTHERENNYSON STREET FRIENDS

Around95BonnYerna Duliwedcross the edalll4 TennysonBioketyas
owned by Eva Waksomarnmeduiront yamlisocaoss the roadhe other side
of Tennysoliv8Florence and May Bickham tienteonis courts where F

Sedgeman coached, that became the squash courts.

1947, PetbeFrancel®pgood, Doreen McEvdyitiBarbaratricia Bols
3+ NOE BR & a5 andMendalay Bats#nlihé Bagkground
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THEIITY OF ST. KILDA & OUR NEIGHBORSE20D H

1981 AugAspublic meeting is held requeEstiagent location, a perma
facility

1982 2Janary Official transféretigoroperties previously owned by Mr.
BontbtheCity of St. Kidier a sale coming to $272,500.

1982JanaryOfficial openiing dfouSame of the offivid@gere
Mrd_eanne Phillips abeiMss Stunginal proponerte felouse
Mrs. Gaye McCarthy
Re8 | RQOUDZ #UDI @ 5a "1 EIl &
F$l & *1 gON@a 5a #UO4aOEE 4
MayderKeith McGregor
DrGoldberg

1982. July: Gle(#él\ 85rennysonsSdemolished, alomgyomittierground
tanks

198Decemb€rKeith McGregor supiperNeighbourhood House and re
campaign to keep the house that requires $14,000 in renovation c
use by 13 local groups including Parents Without Partners, Nurs
Elwood CY88&.Council at theatinpeirsiedd | D Uitibrdih order tde
createew parkland.
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KINGSLEAVED FREHCONBIREAT OF DEMOLITION

retain local “

'y gmﬂmmm l':..“::.:' Ewood CYSS,
'vtmnt:mw -d\thgw

a/
““““““

-
L
i L & e

198DeembetSouthern Crédsood Neighbourhood House saved from Council demc

CHRONOLOGY FROM THE HOUSE ARCHIVES

B33 3VulwVeklttended Public Meeting. Constitution for the House put i

5SepimbeHouse opened with no set activities. All work accompl
volunteers.
October: Organised activities commence: playgroups, aknubics,
aNgi EREI a eUl E euUll @ a E
Drop Itime four days a week.
1984Mlarch: Committee of ManagemeonrtdamaoyRaddy Millin to assist
growing activities and increased use of the house
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1984 99COMMITTEE MENMBERSTINEY= REFLECTS

So much fun and wonderful friendships and very happy memories.

| was the police liaison officer, my hubby was the new sergeant in

police station, and thestesyi34 years later still as happy as ever.

|/ actually mmgtsecond husband through the house. It is part of my h
bpudal EOQE abl Bi 7 UBI EOau a4bl/ b
Eric, being new to Elwood then, organised a youth club at the hou:

every Friday night. That was a gregagaabesgcangiouth somewhere

and hang out, we had music, etc. That lasted for about 6 months 1 t

We had loads of groups use the house, and Pat Draper ran sewin
group that started the Toynawrémat was a real hit!

Our Committee members were
myself, Sanady ljewsky, Clare Gecagd\/IBay [Malmere.
/ hated leaving Melbourne, so many happy memories.

Chistine Flage

198%he establishment of the Toy Library wabkat geayer|poajiefamilies ac

to good quality toys for a minimal annual fee.

1986,NlAy: Fire caused the House to close its dddasjoadivitremntesnse
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KINGSLEY RISES FROM THE ASHES

8557 (uwss;
l‘g)t a nelghbourly ge ture

1's hardly what neighbour-
liness is all about
Someone broke into the
office of the Elwod 3
Neighbourhood Houseon [N
Sunday morning and set
books and clothing

\

alight.
The fire damaged the Py
roof — which St Kilda

Although there was §°5
minimal damage to the { f
rest of the house, it has | SHSEEH
been declared unsafe to 1| !
occupy 7

For information about 1
venues for other activities, |
ring St Kilda’s Recreation
Department on 536 1333.

1986, Maycal nwspaper article

From House to Council correspondence:

We feel that the recent closure of the House due to the fire on the premis
a vital role the House has played in the Elwood community over the p
Library has been opened for 14 months now artd KiBfafhavikegsednt %ith r
members joining every week. We run 3 aerobic classes a week and hope
we reopen. The C.A.P. have used the house as a venue as well as the |
have always been responsaadstantealasires of House users and whereve:
tried to provide the activities and classes local people have asked for.

We maintain contact with other neighbourhood houses and with
regularly attend meetingsnvatdmohunity workers to increase our awareness
available in St. Kilda. Several local groups use the House as a venus
fundraising, social and educational functions.

This year we would likpiéstileeturers to speak on vasiovs teglesis wil
be an excellent way to introduce the House to more people in the commu

Over 9%bHouse users are St. Kilda residents.
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B860Dctohdihe Houseegmsnted and new carpets installed
198Established activities continue, new ones begin

198&Ilwood Primary School establish their After School Care Program
198%Vaterside Learning themsfaurther Education classes &egeaqiinectd

limitationShe House is open 7 days per week, with recreational,
classes, andhaplfgroups. The House applied for funding from C

ordinator, and receive 1-Ordmataotime.

199@eordinator Kathy Desmond isaehglotpates move ahead with ine
use by s$aip groups.

199AprilCathy Smith is employedadinatercdhe House is currently of
on a 560 hour week, with approximately 550 pantchansslassss t
include: Basic English, writing, maths, Conversational English,
eUl E UOEe T RU&aUA4 6 EN #DN 6
afteschool care are all hosted at thheloasd. Getfsngndups and
clubs use the House as their rEgtliae dem@etions are to provide mor

to community with special needs, such as the dizabked, and seniol

1983 House Letterhead Logo
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1984 House Letterhead address and telephone nut@$$y Logo

Sy OFf ST. KILDA

-

[hiIS Park and NEIghoournood House

was officially Gpened Onig 2t - eorisry, 1984 by
His Worshio 1t Ay oo ST wilda

. Teinl VIS R d

TnieHon. IN&il i rezise

Minigter for YOuin. SD0rt & Recreation

CUOUNCGILLODRS
>aiin Beli DAvid Eawardas Zlaine Miller
Jonn Callanan Jonn Grem Arnold Moss
7 erry Collisor: clartie King Maggie Niall
Tony Delle<Porta  Kelith McGregor Brian Slatiery

Brian Jones, , ' Ken Dowling.
ity Managey/ T cwn Clark Manager, Technical Services

Par&Hous@pening Dedication Plaque

1998 Toy Library Letterhead




House & Garden Layout as at October 1992

199D ecember to Martie198Gselased &dterations
1993, SeptentizeHousesturaped

1994, December: $12;B60 House extension approved to commence

199Mouse logo
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1998, ApHilwood Learning Cialitrg bxtension underway, with the Toy
operating outemporary mobile shed.

; J -'.“-";3{.1‘.‘2;,.,, " ‘q. _;,’T.:.I"- .".':1‘." B
1998, July: The Toy Library moves to the St. Kilda Bowling Club while works «
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newsfeature

There go the
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Pictures by PETER WEAVING and DARREN JAMES

Vibrant and versatile, they run on a shoestring and provide vital education
and services in their communities. But Victoria's neighbourhood houses are
struggling to survive. By JEWEL TOPSFIELD and SIMON KIDD

Blanc brightly. “Does any-
one know what scramble
means?” The literacy
class at the
Elwood/St Kilda
Neighbourhood
Learning Centre scramble
for their dictionaries.
“Scramble is a motorcycle
race through the country,” ven-
tares a Greek woman in her early
50s. Blanc hesitates. “Try the first dic-
tionary meaning. To climb or crawl
awkwardly, or to mix together as in
scrambled eggs. Have any of you ever
felt your minds were scrambled?” The
class giggle and nod. Scramble gets
written on the white board.
“Determine,” Blanc
says. “Can you put
determine in a sen-
tence; Maria?”
“I'm determined
I'm going to learn
English,” Maria

Apolito  says

resolutely.
“Very good,” says
Blanc. Apolito beams.
Apolito, who immigrat-
ed from Italy 40 years ago,
decided to learn to read and write
English when she closed her dress-
making business in 1998.

“My English was all right but I
couldn’t write, so when I had to write
a note | felt very stressful. My husband
has been very lazy in English. He did-
n’t pick it up because he got older and

€ SCRAMBLE,“ says Marion

PAGE 8 THE EMERALD HILL TIMES MAY 15, 2002

he got slower. I have to support him in
communication or if we have to pay a
form or write a letter.”

Apolito did not qualify for universi-
ty entry in Australia. Instead, she was
referred to the Elwood/St Kilda
Neighbourhood Learning Centre. For
$20 a term - “for the coffee” —
Apolito participates in literacy classes
every Monday.

“I love it, I am always looking for-
ward to coming here. On Sunday I
cook for my husband for Monday
because I am not coming home until
late. Monday is a day for me. The
Neighbourhood Learning Centre is a
lovely service, we get heating, coffee
and a half-hour break where we can
talk to the ladies and you build a rela-
tionship with the girls.”

The literacy class is one of dozens of
activities operating out of Port
Phillip’s four neighbourhood houses.
At Garden City Neighbourhood
House there is a class called Stitch and
Bitch, where people gather to
swap gossip and craft tips.
Get Out of Town, co-
ordinated by the Port
Melbourne
Neighbourhood
House, is a program
of “adventure days”
for public-housing
families during the

school holidays.
There are also
organic gardening
courses, computer

and internet classes,

child-care, teenage writing groups
aimed at boys who want to pen rap
songs and comics, and activity groups
for isolated men who live in rooming
houses.

But despite providing vital educa-
tion and services, Port Phillip’s neigh-
bourhood houses are struggling to
stay open.

Port Melbourne, Alma Road and
Garden City neighbourhood houses
have all been threatened with closure in
the last couple of years. They managed
to dig their claws in, but massive fund-
ing shortfalls have resulted in axed pro-
grams and reduced opening hours.

John Shugg, executive officer of
umbrella body the Association of
Community Education Victoria, says
the problem is state-wide. He warns
that up to 20 of Victoria’s 350 neigh-
bourhood houses face closure within
18 months, unless the State
Government pumps at least $4 million
into the houses’ educational budget.
Mr Shugg says last
week’s $2 million
state budget boost
was a good first
step, but will not
prevent closures.
He says centres
need $8.90 per
student per hour
to break even on
staff costs and
resources,  but
that the increase
brings the rate up
| toonly $6.11.
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